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Foreword

The following information is an overview of the college application process, in which | address some of
the questions that have come up during college meetings over the years. It draws from multiple sources,
including a wealth of available reference materials, personal experience, interactions with college
admissions officers, internet searches, best practices, and feedback from students, teachers, and
parents. It is by no means exhaustive, but my hope is that the information below will serve as a helpful
starting point for the college application process. As always, | am available to work with you individually
to help you on your path of finding a field of study, reviewing different colleges and making sure that
you submit the strongest application possible to the colleges you are interested in attending.

Getting Started...
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For most students, the formal application process will begin in their junior year of high school. However,
there are some things that you can and should be doing during your freshman and sophomore years of
high school, because in their decision process, colleges look at the grades of 9" through 12™ grade.
Therefore, starting in 9" and 10" grade, you should focus on earning the strongest grades possible and
finding and investing in some extracurricular activities that you love.

Volunteer! While all colleges desire students who have shown that they have devoted time and effort to
volunteering or service, admission officers want these activities to reflect



CREATING YOUR LIST OF COLLEGES

Students who are beginning the process of the college search often ask themselves: where do | start?
The simple answer to this question is: at the beginning. This means creating a list of colleges that fits
your needs. Is there a magic number of schools for this list? No. What you should aim for is a list that is



Ethnicity and Race: Are you looking for a school with a large international population?
Do you like a school with a diverse student population?

Legacy: Are you applying as a legacy student (your mother, father, or both parents have
completed their studies at the same college to which you are applying)?

3. Which school gives you a chance to participate in activities that are meaningful to you?
Do you want to be at a school with NCAA Division | athletics?
Are you interested in music, art, theater, comedy?
What kind of volunteer or public service opportunities are there?
Are you interested in joining a sorority or fraternity?
Do you want to write for a student publication?

As you work through these questions, certain priorities will emerge, that will help you find the best fit
for you. Thoughts and feelings from friends and family are also very important. Throughout this whole
process, keep in mind that there is more than one great school out there for you. Who you are and what
820 o1yl ift Y 24 6115 0KI-y3ST 42 R2yA 6 adILMASR ¥ 824z TyR 45@SNI€ 322R T schools.

IMPORTANT SEARCH CRITERIA

As you are searching for your schools, there are some important characteristics of colleges that you
should take into account. SOmETBTnhag wilb1B5304 Tfaamp(b1B5i(t )-ho)( j)8c017D>.



colleges of liberal arts, engineering or health sciences. These colleges can prepare you for a
variety of careers or for graduate study.

Liberal Arts Colleges
Liberal Arts colleges offer a broad base of courses in the liberal arts, which includes areas such
as literature, history, languages, mathematics and life sciences. Most are private and offer four-
year programs that lead to a bachelor's degree. These schools can prepare you for a variety of
careers or for graduate study.

Liberal Arts colleges tend to be smaller. Below are examples of liberal arts colleges.
o0 Examples of Public, state colleges are:



0 Examples of private universities are:
Duke University
Carnegie Mellon University
Columbia University
Georgetown University
Tufts University
Rice University
Brandeis University

Finally, there are specialty institutions. These can be either private or public. Examples of such specialty
institutions are:

o0 Conservatories and Fine Arts Institutes
Cooper Union School of Arts
Rhode Island School of Design
Pratt Institute of Art and Design
Julliard School






your car? Can you be happy if there is no shopping mall close by? Would you mind not being able to
hang out at the latest downtown hot spot or trying the newest restaurant that just opened? These may
seem like trivial things, but they will all play a role in your college selection.

Keep an open mind as you are narrowing down your list. Stop and think about which images come to
YIyR gKSy&2d KSH) iKS g21Ra allazil-t¢ 21 a024zy/ilgés As you take your college trips to visit potential
schools, compare your preconceptions to reality when on campus, and remember your list of priorities.

Inside the Campus Culture
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What is the social climate?

What do other students share about the school?

What type of people do you encounter on the quad?

What is important to the people at the school ¢ what are their values?
Do most students live on or off campus?

How important is reputation and prestige of the school to you?

How diverse is the student body?

Is the school known for being a party school?

Is the library busy on a Friday night?

Is the school culture dominated by the Greek system?

There may not be simple answers to these questions, and these are not the only questions worth asking
yourself during your visit. You will undoubtedly find out things that were not even on your list.
Hopefully, the questions will at least help you make a more thorough evaluation of your prospective
school. In the end, the extent to which you are comfortable with what you have learned is the most
important thing.

Pricetag

For many students, cost is a major factor in applying for colleges. For each college you apply to, estimate
K26 Y 0K i @it 0240 824z (2 1-iGSyRo 52y 120380 iK1 1-:91RS M2Y dziii2y I-yR 20KSI 15531 K2dzahy3r Y SI-A
travel, textbooks and miscellaneous expenses will need to be factored into the total cost.

If cost is a concern for your family, keep it in mind as you look at schools. But if you are a student with
322R RS IyR (Sl 2020581 R2y0i NdztS 24z 30K2264 140 (KA L2y 6S01-1aS 27 0240 142y5

If cost is a major factor for you, you may want to consi





http://www.unigo.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://talk.collegeconfidential.com/alphabetic-list-colleges
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges

THE PSAT

Every October, German School students take the PSAT. Most of our students will take it in the fall of
their junior year, but we also offer it as a practice test to students in their sophomore year. The new
PSAT test is 2 hours and 45 minutes long and has three components: Reading, Writing and Language,
and Math. The test is rights-only scoring, meaning that there is no penalty for guessing. Because of this,
I aldzRSy/ia NI-& 3020S 121 620K 27 1KS Y Iy (Sad MISI-4 1 (KS yary oSl 27 ljizSali2ya IyagSISR 021S0ite
Raw scores are then converted to scaled scores ranging between 160 and 760 (760 is the highest
possible score for each section). The raw scores are added together for the total PSAT score, or Selection
Index, which ranges between 320 and 1520.Unlike the SAT, the PSAT does not contain a scored essay
portion. GISW students register through the counselor and the test is administered at the German
International School. Scores from the PSAT will not be reported to colleges and they are not used for
admission. Scores from the PSAT can be used as tools to help you learn where your testing strengths
are, and which areas may need improvement.

The PSAT in eleventh grade is also the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT). Scores from
the test are used to qualify students for programs such as the National Merit Scholarship competition,
the National Achievement Scholarship Program, and the National Hispanic Recognition Program. A
alazRSyna a{ StS0ii2y LyRSEE 6R2d26(S (KS &dzY” 27 (1KS wSI-Rly3I 2Nty 1yR [Iy3dz1-351 1yR al-iK 38021540
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/compare-old-new-specifications
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/compare-old-new-specifications
http://www.collegeboard.org/

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing: This section includes a reading test and a Writing and Language
test. There are 65 minutes allotted for the Reading and 35 minutes allotted for the Writing and
Language test. The Reading Test measures comprehension and reasoning skills. The Writing and
Language Test assesses skills in revising and editing to improve expression ideas and to correct errors in
grammar, usage, and punctuation.

Math: There are two sections, one of which is 25 minutes and does not allow for use of calculator and
one that is 55 minutes long and allows use of calculator. Skills covered include algebra, data analysis,
trigonometry, geometry and pre-calculus.

Essay (optional): Students are asked to read and analyze an argument (600-700 words) and write an
effective response. They will need to understand the techniques the author used to write persuasively.
The time allotted is 50 minutes. Two different people will read and score the essay. Each scorer awards
1¢4 points for each dimension: reading, analysis, and writing. The two scores for each dimension are
added. Students receive three scores for the SAT Essay T one for each dimension T ranging from 2¢8
points.
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Science section with 40 multiple choice questions; and one 30-minute Essay (optional). The English
section tests your knowledge of grammar, sentence structure and punctuation. The Math section
includes questions on Algebra |, Algebra Il, geometry, and some elementary trigonometry. The Reading
section tests reading comprehension, and the Science section tests scientific reasoning (everything you
will need to answer questions will be presented in graphs, charts, tables, and brief descriptions of
experiments).
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http://www.actstudent.org/

information on the college and let them know that you are visiting. Remember that visits to any campus,
even if you are not necessarily interested in applying to that particular school, can help you zero in on
oKI-i0a 1Y L2101y (2 82u. Keep a written account of your visits, so you can remember later what about
each college appealed to you or what you disliked. Although you do not need to visit every school on
your list, you should visit enough schools to get a good feel for college life at each of the different types
of colleges on your list. Try to include, as appropriate, rural and suburban, large research and small
liberal arts campuses as well as public and private schools.

When should college visits be scheduled?

Most students will begin making official visits to colleges in the spring of their junior year or the summer
before senior year of high school. You may also wish to do a follow-up visit at schools that were
particularly interesting to you. These are usually done in the fall of senior year. These visits sometimes
help a student make up their minds about applying to a school via a binding early decision application.
Keep in mind that there are usually a limited number of these opportunities, so plan ahead. Information
on sch
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guidebook or website. Sometimes, you might even be asked to write an essay on why you want to
attend a certain college. Having been there in person makes answering this question much easier.

The college visit may also have a bearing on the decision that is reached by a college when reviewing
your I-LILIEOIi2y0 Ll 1& OISR aSELNSA&I2y 27 yiSISalé. At some schools expressing interest in a university
can often prove essential to gaining admission to that university. Expressing interest in a school can
include attending an information session or 02535 TI-II &\3yty3 dzL) 721 iKS 40K22103 ¢SoaNiST 24
scheduling an optional interview. Call the admissions office if you are not sure if the college factorsin a
alzRSymna SELNSaaI2y 27 hyiSuSad ty ik St Tiy1-£ RSOKI2y0

On Campus

Once you are on campus, pay attention to your surroundings. You are possibly going to be spending
several years of your life here, so your impressions of the dorms, the library, the dining hall, the student
union, the gym, the science labs, the other students, and the surrounding community are all important
pieces of the puzzle. Basically, your job on a college visit is to speak to as many people as possible in
order to get your questions answered from a range of perspectives in order to determine whether the
school is a place where 824z 01-y4SS &2d1a5tF 52y 20350 (2 taliSy OISttt (2 iKS IRY 1adi2ys officer
talking about values, programs, and priorities as well as to the students you speak to in the dining hall.
Are they both telling you the same things, or do their stories differ?

Below are a few good questions to ask that will help you gather information.

Questions for Admission Officers:
How would you describe the typical student here?
2K 1Y LINSaaSa 824z iKS Y24l ty'I- alazRSya I-LILEA01-i2yK
What arS &2d 227ly3 721 gKSy 824z ISIR I aldzRSyta Sadl-eK
How does the school help freshman adjust to college?
How are roommates assigned?
Are admission decisions need-blind?
Is demonstrated interest a factor in your admission decision?
What kind of student does well here?
What kind of student does not do well here?
How is academic advising handled?
How does the meal plan work?

14



How do you spend time with faculty outside the classroom?

How are safety concerns addressed on and off campus? Are there police patrols, student escorts,
emergency phones available?

Do students stay on campus or get involved in activities in the surrounding areas?

How is the food?

Are there differences in residence halls? What percent of students live there? Will | need a car?
Is the library a good place to work and study? Is it easy to get online?

What do you like best/least about going to school here?

DOCUMENT YOUR VISITS! You will most likely gather so much information that by the end of a few
visits, you may find that it all starts to be a bit of a blur. You may think you will remember specific details
about each school, like which school had the best food, the most up-to-date labs, or the most
impressive volleyball team, but you can be sure that it will be difficult to remember details after a few
weeks. Begin evaluating the school while the visit is still fresh in your mind. What did you like and why?
Did you have any doubts about a school and why? If you are excited about the thought of attending a
certain school, try and remember what information made you feel this way.

It might be helpful to bring along a camera to take pictures of each visit. These days, it is easy to take
pictures, videos, etc. with your phone, which most of us carry with us anyway. If you like making lists,
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is not a factor in admission to the college. Although notes are not usually kept from this type of
interview, the fact that you participated in one may become part of your file.

The Evaluative Interview:

In the evaluative interview, you are being assessed on your performance. In this type of interview, the
interviewer makes it clear that the results of the interview will become part of your admissions file. The
interviewer will most likely ask most of the questions, which can cover a variety of topics from current
S@Syfia 2 I aldzRSyina TI-4200S aLI200 I-yR 1a RS&i3ySR (2 KSHL (KS IRY 1aai2ya officer get a glimpse of who
you are as a person. The interviewer will write a report or will give his/her evaluation of you to the
admissions committee, and it will be a factor in evaluating your chances for admission. Although it is an
evaluative interview, you will still have the chance to ask questions, and you should prepare a few good
ones that demonstrate your knowledge of and an interest in the college.

When should you interview?

Interviews can take a little practice. You may want to schedule at least one interview in the spring of
your junior year in high school. It may be a good idea to participate in a few interviews before you
interview for your first-choice college. Most of the time, students will schedule their most important
interviews for the summer before or early in their senior year. Some colleges prefer to wait until you
have submitted your application before offering you the opportunity to interview. You should check the
websites of the schools you are interested in to learn about their interview process for prospective
students, as each college has its own policy. You will be responsible for setting up interviews on-site at
the college or with visiting admissions representatives. To help keep you organized, you may want to
make a list of those colleges that offer interviews and when they are scheduled. If you are planning a
road trip to visit colleges, take this information into account so you can make appointments accordingly.

Where do the interviews take place?

Interviews can take place at the college in the college admissions office with an admissions
representative or a current student volunteer who has been trained how to conduct these interviews.
They may also take place off-campus at a hotel, a private home, at the GISW or a coffee shop. Off-
campus interviews are generally conducted by volunteer alumni. The interview will be given the same
weight in the admission consideration regardless of who conducts it.

Preparing for the Interview:

Students should take some time to prepare for each interview. Spend some time researching the
0245381 $S68I0S I-yR TRUY trfl-{lya T16S 27 AE ljtzSalizya iK1 148 y2i 1IS1RS 1yasSISR 2yiKS B50a1iS Try
and refine your questions in order to demonstrate an interest in the academic life of the college you are
interviewing for. Perhaps lyaiSI-R 27 1-41ly3 d 1S CUSAKY Iy 124 SR (i2 olily3 I- GSKIOES 2y 01-Y LK 824z
could ask the interviewer to explain how the parking and transportation system works.

At the Interview:

Timing and Dress:

Make it a point to be on time. You may want to arrive at an admissions office a few minutes early to
check in and to have some extra time in case you need to fill out forms before you go into the interview.

16



When the interviewer arrives, be sure to stand up IyR &KI-S iKS lyiSIgS&SIa KIyRe [227 iKS
interviewer in the eye as you introduce everyone in your party. FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE IMPORTANT.
The interviewer will then let everyone know how the interview will proceed.

If the interview is taking place at a private residence, it is not a good idea to arrive early ¢ just be there
for your scheduled time. Also be sure that you are picked up from the interview on time (most
interviews take about 45 minutes plus or minus 15 minutes unless you have been told otherwise at the
outset of the meeting).

This may seem obvious, but dress appropriately for the occasion. Although you do not need to dress up
for the interview, you should not wear jeans, shorts, sneakers, flip flops, tank tops, or spaghetti straps.
Body language at the interview is also extremely important. Remember to sit up in your chair and make
eye contact with the interviewer, and smile. If you have brought your cell phone to the interview, make
sure it is turned off, so it will not buzz or ring during the interview.

Interview questions:

The interviewer will be the one to ask the first question. This is the proper protocol, so you should wait
for him/her to begin. Most likely, the opening question will be very general and is meant to get the
conversation started. The interviewer may ask questions about your experiences in high school. Answer
positively, and be sure that you do not put down the administration, the teachers, or other schools. Do
not use the interview to complain about all the things you have found to be unfair during high school.
As the interview progresses, the questions will be more in depth and will require you to put more
thought into your answers. Questions at this point may 2FiSy 0S a&Keé 21l agKI-i¢ ljzSaii2yar =K MIS
y24z hyGSISEISR ty iKia 0266S3ISKET a=K I 1-0iidIinSa ty KIAK d0K22f SIS LIMIi0dtI-IER Y Saningful to you and
GKEKET G=KIHi 14 824z TIO2INGS 40202500 1yR GKRKET 4=2KI-0 IS 42Y'S 27 (KS dKly3a iKI-i 824z 1S ISI-e
excited about gKSy 824z (iKly 1020z 02S3SKET 6=K 14 0azlSy SASy 1 Y240 lyiSuSaiity3 i2 &2d IyR
OKRKE ¢KIyY 10200 K25 8207 &206R 1-yag Sl &0K 1ja:Saii2ya by 1-RG1y0S ¢KId Y13 KSiL) 824: feel prepared
and calm as you enter the interview.

Be prepared to ask the interviewer some questions as well. Remember, the interview is a chance for
you to learn about the college. You may write these questions down on a note card if you need to and
bring it with you. You should be asking questions that truly interest you. After all, you may choose to
attend this school, so take advantage of the opportunity to find out something that is not on the website
or in the brochure. Questions like: 4=KI-i UyR 27 iizRSyta IS adz005aaTdzf 1 (KMg 02SISKET a1 26 @20R
you describe the personality of this collegeKeT 21l 6=KIi kind of opportunities set this college apart from
2UKSIaKe

COLLEGE INTERVIEW SAMPLE QUESTIONS

What is the most important thing you've learned in high school?

Why did you choose to attend the German International School Washington D.C.?
How does attending GISW influence your choice of college?

What is your favorite subject and why?

What do you expect to be doing ten years from now?

abrwdE
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8. What is your favorite extracurricular experience and why?

9. How would you describe yourself to someone who did not know you?
10. What are your strengths? Weaknesses?

11. Who is a role model for you?

12. What has been your proudest achievement so far?

13. If you could talk with any living (or deceased) person, who would it be and why?
14. What events have been crucial in your life?

15. What mark do you feel you've left on your school?

16. Why do you want to attend this college?

17. What do you want to get out of your college experience?

18. What about you is unique?

19. What could you contribute to our college community?

20. What questions about this college can | answer for you?

After the interview:

The interviewer will signal when the interview is ended, usually by asking something like: 452 &2d KI-4S
I-y@ tl-ai ljozSali2yake hy0S iKS yiSIgiSs 1a 20501 &K1-S KI-yRa 1-91Hy1 227 iKS lyiSigsSaSi iy iKS S&s 1yR
thank them for their time. Be sure that you have the interviewer(s contact information, so that you can
send a short thank-you note. This is basic good manners and your note may also become part of your
student file. A handwritten note is nice, but an email is also acceptable. The smaller the college is, the
more importance this gesture can have, since the interviewer is more likely to remember you and
appreciate this extra effort.

SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION FORMS

Depending on which colleges you have decided to apply to, you will follow one of the following
application processes and timelines:

Nonrestrictive Plans: There are no conditions
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https://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.universalcollegeapp.com/

and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS; https://www.ucas.com ). If you want to compare offers of
admission from schools in the UK and the US, you should have your applications sent in by January. If
you are applying to Oxford or Cambridge, please remember that their application deadlines are in
October. Agaly? LItSI-4S 0KS07 824z 026535a0 ¢SoaiiSa 120 ILILBOI-ii2y RSl I-yR RSI-RflyS&

Things to remember when filling out your applications:

Practice good time-management ¢ do not procrastinate.
Watch your deadlines.

Follow directions carefully

Make sure you
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https://www.ucas.com/

Essays

Many of the applications you will fill out will require you to submit one or more essays. The essay is a
chance for you to give colleges a glimpse into who you are as a person, what your values are, and what
special qualities you have that set you apart from the other applicants in the pool.

Letters of recommendation

Most colleges will require you to submit teacher recommendations as well as a counselor
recommendation. When you choose which teachers to ask for a recommendation, choose those that
know you well and can write about you in depth. Current teachers or junior year teachers in an
academic class are usually preferred.

Letters of recommendation- in a nutshell:

i 1 I- &ldzRSy/ls responsibility to research the requirements of the colleges to which they are
applying.

Students should approach their teachers/counselor in person (via e-mail only if absolutely
necessary) no later than September of their senior year to ask for a letter of recommendation.
You may even want to let any junior year teachers that you plan on asking know that you will be
seeking a letter of recommendation from them, so that they can use the time to observe you
and take notes for their letter.

Once a teacher has agreed to write you a letter, it is your responsibility to provide them with all
necessary information.

You are advised to sign the FERPA statement, waiving your right to access your letter.

PLEASE NOTE: On occasion, the teacher you want to ask for a reference may return to Germany
before your senior year. Make sure you secure your letter before the teacher leaves.

If the college to which you are applying has specific requirements for a teacher recommendation
letter, please print this out and give it to your teachers when you meet with them.

You should provide your teachers with a list of colleges to which you are applying and the
application deadlines (this is not necessary when using the common app., since all deadlines are
listed on the website).

Teachers may also write their letters in German, if they feel more comfortable doing so, and the
counselor will be happy to translate the recommendation letters for them.

All letters of recommendation are confidential. The school
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http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/

break, as you may not be able to reach your teachers with any last-minute questions or changes. Also,
many colleges will close completely during Christmas and New _ S, so there will not necessarily be
someone in the admissions office to advise you.

{{lzRSy/la KIS 1-41SR Y'S 1T aY 21S 13 6SiiSiE oK Sy akoY Kilty3 Y 1SN0 ¢KS a2l 1-yagSi 1a ab2e€ If the
college asks you to submit two letters of recommendation from teachers, send them two letters. Do not
send them three. If a school indicates on the application or the website that additional material is
required or that you are welcome to send it if you wish, then you may submit supplementary materials
to that school. Keep in mind, colleges differ. Just because one school asks for more material, it does not
mean that they all want it. FOLLOW DIRECTIONS EXACTLY!

THE ESSAY

Although most of the students filing applications over the years feel the essay is just an anxiety-inducing,
sleep-deprivation-causing part of the application, when you think about it, it is the one piece of your
application that is completely in your control. You decide what to write, you decide what you want
colleges to know about you, you decide how to fill your ILILEO0I-i12y @ik 6750 Lina y2{ 1-624zi yarY oSiE
grades, and test scores. It is about you, your personality, your values, and your sense of humor, the
highlights that make you special and that you want to share with the admissions officers reading your
application. From your perspective, the essay gives you a chance to help yourself stand out from the
crowd. From the perspective of the admissions officers, it is a chance for them to get to know you, your
writing style, and your abilities.

If your college requires essays, they will usually ask for one or two longer personal statements, and
maybe a few short-
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Although there may seem to be an infinite array of college essays, they tend to fall into one of three
main categories: (KS 6=K2 HIS you?d essay; iKS 6=K& R2 you want to attend our school?¢ S&l-8T and
(KS dCreative-iKiyly3 2di81RS (1KS 02E¢ Saal-e. TKS ¢=K2 HIS &2dKé Sadl-e ¢ also known as the personal
essay or personal statement- has a longer format, which gives you a little more room to make your
points. Whenyour

24



DON'Ts

Avoid standard topics

Although it is important to keep in mind that there 1a y2 alli3Ki¢ (2010 (2 0K224S! Y 24l IRY 1adi2ya
officers read plenty of essays on the charms of their university, the evils of terrorism, and the personal
02Y Y'Y Syl lyB2(0SR 1y 6502Y ly3 I- R20i210 Wy a2 Y SiKly3 yS& {2 (KS dI-6fS 1'yR R2yli ¢rl-aiS iY'S
trying to figure out what the admissions officer reading your essay wants to hear.
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Once you have found your topic, you will write a first draft. You will find that a good essay will go
through many drafts and will be revised many times before it is finished. DO NOT just put something on
paper once and be satisfied. Each time you read your essay again,
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https://www.amazon.com/College-Essay-Essentials-Step-Step/dp/149263512X/ref=pd_sim_14_16?ie=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=8RY91FGFW7R2JNFZ7VWH



http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/

to submit the PROFILE? ¢KS twhCL[9 1& I01-1-6tS 6SAnyyly3 hoi20S m 721 iKI-i 8SH0a I-LILIH0I-ii2y 080tS and
may be required within a few weeks of application deadlines, depending on the school. You should be
very clear on all the financial aid deadlines for each school - especially I- 025350 LIi2\{& RSI-RitySa0
Filing your PROFILE as early as possible is recommended. The PROFILE is available at
www.profileonline.collegeboard.org.

Web Resources for Financial Aid:
www.fastweb.com
www.studentaid.ed.gov
www.nasfaa.org
www.finaid.org
WWW.americorps.gov
www.collegesavings.org

Financial Aid for students applying under Early Decision programs:

If you are applying Early Decision to a college, please keep in mind that should you be admitted to your
ED program, you will not have the option of comparing other financial aid packages from Regular
Decision schools. Therefore, if the amount of financial aid you receive is a determining factor in your
decision to accept an offer of admission, you may not want to apply to a college under Early Decision. As
with so many aspects of the admissions process, do your research. Speak to the Financial Aid office at
schools to which you are applying. They will be happy to give you information on their policies, and will
help you make an informed decision on how best to proceed with your application.

Financial Aid for International Students:
Students who are non-U.S. citizens or residents who entered the U.S. with either a F-1 or J-1 student visa
and who will return to their home country upon completion of their studies are considered international
students and are not eligible for U.S. government loans, grants, or work-study programs. Financial aid
for international students is extremely limited, but it is available at some colleges in the form of need-
based aid or merit-based scholarships. Helpful information on the financial aid process at U.S. colleges
or schools that offer financial aid for international student can be found at:

www.nafsa.org (The Association of International Educators)
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http://www.profileonline.collegeboard.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
http://www.nasfaa.org/
http://www.finaid.org/
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http://www.collegesavings.org/
http://www.nafsa.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.iie.org/
http://www.edupass.org/
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http://www.usnews.com/
http://www.usnews.com/education/community-colleges/articles/2014/12/03/4-degrees-that-are-better-to-earn-at-a-community-college
http://www.usnews.com/education/community-colleges/articles/2014/09/19/do-your-research-before-transferring-from-community-college
http://www.usnews.com/education/community-colleges/articles/2014/09/19/do-your-research-before-transferring-from-community-college
http://www.usnews.com/education/community-colleges/slideshows/10-reasons-to-attend-a-community-college
http://www.usnews.com/education/community-colleges/slideshows/10-reasons-to-attend-a-community-college
http://www.collegetransfer.net/AskCT/WhatisanArticulationAgreement
http://cms.montgomerycollege.edu/agreements/
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/professors-guide/2009/09/16/10-tips-for-transferring-from-community-college
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/professors-guide/2009/09/16/10-tips-for-transferring-from-community-college
http